Among the more lamentable of current fallacies (admittedly, a rich store to choose from) is the doctrine that nobody over the age of 30 is qualified or entitled to criticise the opinions, behaviour, modes and manners of younger persons, because the standards of young people today are too radically?and by implication legitimately?different from those of their elders.
Like all generalisations which lump human beings together into big statistical groups, the factual premise is strictly untrue; some teenagers behave as though they were 60 and some 60-year-olds as though they were teenagers. And such untruths are apt to be harmful because they are self-fulfilling. Young people who are constantly being discussed as though they were a special and separate group inevitably start thinking of themselves in the same way. But the real danger of this fallacy lies not so much in the premise as in the conclusion. 
